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GUEST HEALTH AND SAFETY
What McWane and YOU can do to stay safe and healthy!

CALENDAR

Keep up with the latest events happening at McWane!

Letter from the President
I have been thinking a lot about how the events of the past few
months have changed us, as individuals, as a community, and
as a nation. As we have faced health and safety concerns
and economic challenges, we have all learned to hold on to
the things we value most and become innovative in the ways
we support them.
McWane Science Center has changed, too. We believe
passionately in the power of hands-on learning, the importance
of sparking wonder and curiosity about our world in everyone
we encounter, and human desire for life-long learning. The
exhibits we offer in our Adventure Halls, the movies we show in
our IMAX Theater, and the programs we present in our facility
and in schools and community venues, are excellent ways to
share our values with all of you. But in the past few months we
have explored new ways to share our mission.
I hope you have had a chance to see some of our social
media posts on Facebook and Instagram. We are offering
Little Lab Live programs on Facebook and Instagram every
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from the Itty Bitty Magic City.
This fall we are offering schools and families the opportunity
to subscribe to digital workshops and live stream programs
to enhance students’ learning. We continue to look for ways
to serve our community in light of the circumstances we face.
At the same time, our Adventure Halls are open and Itty
Bitty Magic City will be open starting August 5. We have
incredible cleaning procedures and safety plans to keep you
and your family safe and healthy, so all you need to do is join
us for a great day of learning and fun.

I look forward to seeing you at McWane again very soon!

THANK A VOLUNTEER

See for yourself how incredible the McWane Volunteer staff really is!

WHAT’S UP IN WORLD OF WATER
Life truly is better down where it is wetter. Check out all the Lower Level has to offer!

ITTY BITTY CORNER

Find out new happenings going on for our Itty Bitty Magic City citizens!

BUILDING IMMUNITY

Let’s learn about our bodies and the best ways to safeguard them from viruses!
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McWane Science Center is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization.
Our mission is to spark wonder and curiousity about our world through
hands-on science experiences

CONTINUE THE SPARK

Support Science Learning at McWane!
McWane Science Center believes that “science people” are the
ones that help solve our world’s challenges. This does not simply
mean the doctors, engineers, research scientists, physicists,
inventors, or other science-based professionals. This also means the
everyday citizen that loves science, thinks creatively, uses science
processing skills to solve problems, speaks up in defense of our
world’s challenges, and thrives in exploration and discovery. With you, our friends, supporters,
parents, teachers, and advocates, we have ignited a love for science and learning. THANK YOU
for making this possible!
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected everyone in ways that were unimaginable just five short
months ago. McWane Science Center, as a nonprofit organization, has historically benefited
from a combination of earned revenue—ticket sales, events, and membership purchase—as well
as donations to ensure that we can deliver our mission and vision of science learning for our
surrounding communities. McWane Science Center closed March 16th and remained closed for
nearly four months. As such, we have had almost no earned revenue, making donations more
important than ever. McWane Science Center remains committed to our mission to spark wonder
and curiosity about our world through hands-on science. In order to deliver that mission, we
need our community’s support. Help us continue the SPARK. Please consider making a gift to
McWane Science Center. Together, we will inspire our future “science people!”

To make a contribution, visit our website at www.mcwane.org. You can also contact
our Vice President of Development, Miranda Springer, at mspringer@mcwane.org or
give us a call at (205) 714-8219.

For everyone’s safety,
Please Do Your Part.
At McWane Science Center the health and safety
of our visitors, employees, and community is
our first priority. We take great care to ensure
our facilities are clean and disinfected, today
and always. We have taken the following additional steps to
prevent the spread of colds, flu, and the COVID-19 virus:
More frequent cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched
areas like elevator buttons, door handles, flush valves in
restrooms, exhibits and handrails
Additional
museum

hand

sanitizing

opportunities

throughout

the

Regular antibacterial fogging of Itty Bitty Magic City, Rushton
Theater, IMAX Theater, and classroom spaces
Special stickers are being installed in public restrooms to remind
people to be diligent about hand washing.

All visitors 7 years of age and older are required
to wear a face mask. It is highly recommended that
all visitors 6 years of age and younger wear a face
mask. Face masks must cover both the nose and
the mouth.
Please stay with your Travel Group throughout your
visit and maintain a 6-foot distance from others.
Please wash your hands or use hand-sanitizer
repeatedly during your visit.
Refrain from touching your face.
Follow direction signage for your safety.
Enjoy your visit and let our staff know if you
have any questions.
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PLAN AHEAD

aug

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MCWANE

sep

oct
National
Nanotechnology Day
October 9
Come learn all about small scale science on
Nanotechnology Day!

Itty Bitty Magic City
Reopening

Protect Your
Groundwater Day

August 5

September 2

We are so excited to welcome you back to Itty
Bitty Magic City on Wednesday, August 5th.
Please see our website for updated rules and
policies. We hope to see you then!

Join us as we discover the importance of clean
water and our impact on the water systems
around us.

Earth Science Week
IMAX Closing for
Renovations

Labor Day Weekend

August 7

Take a moment with us to recognize the
American labor movement’s contributions
to the achievements of the United States of
America.

There are some amazing changes on the
horizon for McWane Science Center’s IMAX
Dome. We hope that you are as excited as
we are about all the new updates coming our
way this year!

September 8 - 9

October 19 - 24
September 22

On the equinox, night and day are nearly
the same length all over the world. This
is why it’s called an “equinox,” meaning
“equal night!” Join us virtually and on
social media as we celebrate the first
“official” day of fall!

August 8
Join us Saturday, August 8th as our plaza
goes from monochrome to technicolor!
Bring your own sidewalk chalk or take a
bag of ours and chalk it up to science!
No admission required for this free event.
Dippin’ Dots and water will be available
for purchase.

National Aviation Day
August 19
Join us as we celebrate Aviation Day. We’ll
use the engineering design process to plan,
build and test paper airplanes – all while
studying the science behind flight.
2 • WINTER 2020

This year’s Earth Science Week will celebrate
the theme “Earth Materials in Our Lives.” Join
us online and onsite as we investigate the
world around us and celebrate our planet
Earth.

National Chemistry Week

Fall Equinox

Chalk It Up to Science

October 11 - 17

Put on your lab coat and safety goggles! Join
us as we discover that chemistry is everywhere
and part of everything we do.

Mole Day
October 23
6.02 x 1023 – that’s Avogadro’s Number or
a mole, a basic measuring unit in chemistry.
Let’s celebrate Mole Day, 10/23, during
National Chemistry Week!

Spooky Science
Astronomy Day

October 28 - 31

Get ready for some out of this world science
as we celebrate the study of outer space.

Join us for some spine tingling experiments
and hair-raising demonstrations at the haunted
science center.

September 23

.

SCIENCE CENTER visit www.mcwane.org for more details

nov

National STEM and
STEAM Day
November 8
Join us as we go full steam ahead and
celebrate all things science, technology,
engineering, art and math!

ALL THANKS TO YOU!
Beaker Bash 2020: Forecast, Fun! was an incredible adventure, filled with
fun and so much education, but it was more than just a one-night event. The
impact of this event will help McWane Science Center provide education
and support to thousands of children and families from low-income and
underserved communities throughout the year Your participation and
support made this possible. Thank you!
Special thank you to Beaker Bash 2020: Forecast, Fun presenting sponsor
Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation. Also thank you to all of the event supporting
sponsors and ticket purchasers that helped us raise nearly $150,000 through
this event.

Happy
Thanksgiving

Turkey Science

November 25 & 27
As Thanksgiving Day approaches, it’s time for
Turkey Science, the only science activity that
features November’s favorite bird.

COMING HOLIDAY
CLOSINGS
Thanksgiving
November 26
Christmas Eve
December 24
Christmas Day
December 25

2020 Committee
Steven & Sally Thompson
Taylor & Caroline Alexander
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2020 SPONSORS
Thomas E. Jernigan
Foundation
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Protective Life
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Alabama Power
Bradley Arant Boult
Cummings LLP
Will and Maggie Brooke
The Coca-Cola Bottling
Co. United Inc.
Harbert Management
Corporation
Honda Manufacturing of
Alabama
Maynard Cooper & Gale,
P.C.
Mercedes Benz, US
International
Vulcan Material Company
Altec Industries, Inc.
Balch & Bingham LLP
Brasfield & Gorrie
Burr & Forman LLP
CRC Group
Dunn-French Foundation
Engel Realty Company
LLC

GCP
Jemison Investment Co.,
Inc.
Oakworth Capital Bank
Warren Averett, LLC
Avanti Polar Lipids, Inc.
BB&T
Chalker Group
Children’s of Alabama
Cobbs, Allen & Hall Inc.
The Junior League of
Birmingham, Inc.
Mayer
Merrill Lynch
Nall-Whatley Foundation
Shook & Fletcher
Insulation Co.
Starnes Davis Florie LLP
The University of
Alabama at Birmingham
Valent Group
Vulcan Industrial
Contractors
Graham & Company
Borland Benefield, PC
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Thank a

Volunteer!
Here at McWane Science Center, we are celebrating the impact of our volunteers and their service. Our
volunteers serve throughout the science center – facilitating science activities, providing behind-the-scenes
care in our World of Water, performing conservation tasks in our Collections, and greeting visitors at our
Information Desk. They enrich the visitor experience and accomplish our mission of sparking wonder and
curiosity about our world.

McWane Volunteer Numbers for 2019

23,160 Hours of Service

Partnered with 22 corporate
and service groups

54 Adult Volunteers

173 Teen Volunteers

Peggy Lowery

Lynn Hendricks & Susan Goertz

Alex Dalecki

Collections

World of Water Dynamic Duo

Science Engagement Docent

What do you do at McWane?
I process fossils. Right now, I’m
working on shark teeth for an
upcoming paper.

What do you do at McWane?
Susan: I’ve done many things; working the floor –
Science of Sports and Titanic are two memorable
exhibits. I enjoy working special events. Currently,
I work in the World of Water making sure the fish
are fed and have healthy living environments.

What do you do at McWane?
Education shows - my favorite
are animal shows. I like to bring
out animals and have guests
interact with them. I like to
show them that snakes aren’t
scary devil monsters.

Whats the most interesting
thing that has happened to
you at McWane?
Watching the Collections crew
assemble the giant sloth skeleton.
Or anything Lois Mancin did.
What is your favorite food?
Almost any seafood – a good
gumbo or cioppino

Lynn: I began in the World of Water but over
the years I have worked in most areas – school
groups; Challenger; traveling exhibits like King Tut,
Titanic, Einstein and DaVinci; sharing experiments
at Demo Station, and at one time rats and rat
basketball. Presently, I’m back in the World of
Water preparing food and testing water to ensure
the optimum environment for the fish.

How many years have you
volunteered at McWane?
10+ years

How many years have you volunteered at
McWane?
20+ years

Whats the most interesting
thing that has happened to
you at McWane?
While doing an animal show
for a birthday party, a very
excited child tripped over his
feet and headbutted one of
our guinea pigs!
How many years have you
volunteered at McWane?
5 years

BEHIND THE SCENES

Baby Shark, Doo Doo...
McWane Science Center is no
stranger to having children come
through our doors. But did you
know that we have baby sharks on
the Lower Level? Dive down to the
World of Water and you will find a
window display to your left with three
eggs, each holding a White Spotted
Bamboo Shark at different stages of
development. While these sharks are
oviparous, meaning they lay eggs,
there are some sharks that give birth
to live pups instead. Females can lay
up to two eggs every 7 days, and all
of our happy parent sharks live in the
Shark and Ray touch tank.

development. A few weeks into their
growth, small slits will open on the
sides of the egg cases to allow for
water to move freely in and out of
the egg. Inside, baby sharks will
live off of the yolk and will begin to
hatch when little or no yolk is left to
nourish them.
Shark eggs hatch in about 14 or
15 weeks, and the babies will be
almost half a foot long when they
emerge. At McWane Science
Center, young sharks will continue
to live “behind the scenes” until
they reach adulthood, when they
will be reintroduced to the shark
tank and are able to stretch their
fins among our other White Spotted
Bamboo sharks.

Gulf Feeding
Once laid, the eggs are removed
from the touch tank and are taken to
a special hatching area where our
aquarists are able to monitor their

Gulf Feeding
Schedule
Meet an Aquarist at the Gulf of Mexico
exhibit, located in Ocean Journey, to
learn more about these animals and
what they eat!
Moe, the green moray eel, eats in a specific area
of this exhibit. If the eel is interested in eating, it will
swim near the top of the exhibit along the back wall
and an Aquarist will hand it the food. Moe is offered
mackerel during feedings. The fish in this exhibit
eat squid, clam,
smelt, krill, and
gel. The gel is a
diet that includes
needed vitamins
and minerals and
is a good option
for the herbivorous
fish.

Gulf Feedings are held Monday, Wednesday,
& Friday at 1:30pm (located at the Gulf of
Mexico exhibit in Ocean Journey)!

TODAY AT 1:30

Visit ticketing or call (205) 714- 8414 for more details

ust

urious
In anticipation of back to school,
McWane is gearing up for lots of fun
ways to learn and stay curious this year.
So we thought we would ask...

Just Curious...
What was your favorite subject in
school? Did you have a favorite
grade?

CO RNER
Hi friends! It’s finally time. Itty Bitty reopens on Wednesday! There have been
lots of changes in Itty Bitty since we last saw you. Come visit the new Itty Bitty
Wildlife Center, learn some new words from the “Vocabulary Breakdown” kiosk
in the Itty Bitty garage or join in a musical parade down Main Street. We can’t
wait to see you!

Itty Bitty Magic City Reopening!
When: Wednesday, August 5th

“Science was my favorite subject - I
had the same teacher for science in
5th - 8th grade and she really had
such a positive impact on my life.”
- Rachel P.

“Pizza in the caf on thursdays. And
push pops” - Mary Emma C.

Things you should know:
Masks are highly recommended for children ages 3-6. Masks are
required for everyone age 7 and older
Front gates now open to ensure social distancing/sanitation policies
Toy bags can be checked out at the IBMC check-in desk for individual
play
Itty Bitty Magic City has now implemented a lower visitor capacity
per session
Toy bags are cleaned after each use, IBMC surfaces are cleaned
throughout the hour
New programming!

Chalk it Up to Science

When: Saturday, August 8th 10am-3pm
Price: FREE!

“School shopping!” - Kaitlin C.

“7th grade biology - when I found
out I could catch critters and play in
creeks for a JOB!” - Abby G.

Are you following us?
@mcwanesciencecenter
@mcwanescience
@mcwane

What’s happening outside:
An exciting take-home science experiment
Dippin’ Dots, Water, Coke, and Diet Coke available for
purchase
Prepackaged chalk bags for public use (guests are also
welcome to bring their own sidewalk chalk)
What’s happening inside:
Sidewalk Science floor programming with paid admission
Itty Bitty Magic City is intended for guests age 6 and under. Find Itty Bitty Magic City on the 2nd floor of McWane
Science Center

COMING SOON
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How fighting HIV and other viruses helps us
understand our immune system
Our immune system battles infectious diseases
constantly. How do vaccines help? What
research happens at Los Alamos National
Laboratory to understand and thwart two
viruses notorious for their harm, HIV and
influenza? Find out at this interactive touchtable exhibit featuring the work of Laboratory

scientists as they collaborated in creating
and expanding the field of mathematical
immunology. Users build their knowledge of
viruses, vaccines, and immunity and discover
the history of understanding and creating
therapies against HIV and influenza.

It’s the Final Countdown
Guitar: The Instrument That Rocked the World will soon
be leaving McWane Science Center Labor Day weekend.
Don’t miss your opportunity
to play some notes on a
giant Guinness Record breaking playable guitar
and discover the Science
of Sound. This exhibit is
7,000 feet of musical fun
that explores the guitar’s
evolution and history, the
magic of creating sound

with wood and steel, and
the impact it has had
on cultures over the past
5,000 years. Help us send
Guitar out on a high note
and be sure to experience
this thrilling one-of-a-kind
experience. We promise
you’ll be a life long fan!

NEW & NOTABLE

ANNOUNCEMENT
Beginning August 8th, McWane Science Center’s IMAX
theater will be closed for renovations. We thank you for your
understanding, and are greatly looking forward to welcoming
our guests back to a thrilling new cinematic experience!

Pardon our progress! McWane Science Center will be busy renovating and rejuvenating our
cafe area with our new partner, Bean Sprouts! We look forward to serving you again soon!

where families participate in a playful eating experience

“So bright and
colorful you’ll have
kids running to
the table.”
- Good Morning
America

Coming
to to
Coming
thissoon
summer
McWane
McWaneScience
ScienceCenter!
Center!

Organic Espresso Bar

Soups, salads & sandwiches

Award-winning kids’ menu

Grab-n-go snacks

Smoothies

Allergy-friendly

Get connected with

McWane on the Web!
McWane Science Center is taking our educational programs and demonstrations to the web!
Virtual learning will be available in multiple formats, Digital Workshops, Live Streams and
on-demand videos! For more information for booking a program, contact Lawrence Cooper
at lcooper@mcwane.org.

Digital Workshops

Live Stream

Using pre-recorded video segments
and hyperdocs, your students will be
challenged to answer questions, make
observations and form predictions! These
flexible workshop activities can be done
as one continuous lesson or split into
individual mini-lessons.

Connect with us for a live stream to
explore exciting demonstrations with
follow-up activities for you to complete
at school!
(45 minutes)

Dinosaur Detectives

Dissection Live

DISCIPLINE: Physical Science

DISCIPLINE: Biology

GRADES: PreK-3
Grab your magnifying glasses as we travel
back in time to the prehistoric period and
uncover the footprints of ancient plants and
animals. Downloadable teacher and student
resources are included.

GRADES: 4-12
Explore animal specimens inside and
out. We will identify and investigate the
general functions of the major systems
and structures of a preserved organism.
Contact us for more information on
available dissection specimens.

Method Mix-Up
DISCIPLINE: Physical Science
GRADES: PreK-3
Meet McWane’s Mad Scientist and help him
unscramble the how to’s of science. From
wacky experiments to amazing tricks, you’ll
see the scientific method up close and in
action. Downloadable teacher and student
resources are included.

Wild Kingdom
DISCIPLINE: Life Science Science
GRADES: K-12
Meet some of McWane’s animal ambassadors
as we explore their adaptations, diets
habitats and more!

Radical Reactions
DISCIPLINE: Chemistry
GRADES: 2-8
Your students will learn the difference
between chemical and physical changes
as they experience a plethora of dazzling
reactions meant to awe and educate.

Creatures from the Deep
DISCIPLINE: Biology
GRADES: K-12
Our McWane marine and aquatic organisms
will showcase their unique habits and life
histories. Learn what makes these creatures
from the deep especially suited to their
underwater homes.

Fire and Ice
DISCIPLINE: Physical Science/Chemistry
GRADES: 2-8
From one end of the thermometer to the
other, this spectacular program will unleash
demonstrations that are burning hot and
super cold. Your students will learn about
chemical reactions, the nature of atoms
and molecules and the states of matter as
they experience flaming bubbles, shrinking
metal, colored flames and a liquid nitrogen
explosion.

Homegrown Scientists
DISCIPLINE: Physical Science/Life Science
GRADES: 2-8
From electricity to rocket science,
medicine to metallurgy, Alabama has a
rich scientific heritage. Students will get an
exciting introduction to famous Alabama
scientists and amazing discoveries from
our home state!

McWane Science
Train
Grades: PreK-3rd
All aboard for a brand new virtual
adventure series! Over the course
of six months, join McWane’s Early
Childhood Staff as we journey back
into the prehistoric age and uncover
the lives of Alabama’s dinosaurs.
Monthly segments will include
exclusive interviews with local
paleontologists, virtual field trips
to ancient sites and downloadable
resources for your school, home or
organization. Ride along with us
beginning fall 2020.

Email us at jdanley@mcwane.
org for individual or organization
pricing.

Professional
Development
Grades: PreK-3rd
In order to help educators infuse
their practice with innovative STEM
learning ideas, we are taking our
teacher workshops and resources
online. Online workshops will
include pre-recoded lessons, live
video conferencing and access to
resources for lesson implementation.
Workshop Topics:
Not So Messy Science (2nd-8th grade
Physical Science/Matter)
Engage in Engineering (2nd –8th grade
Engineering Design)
Kitchen Science (PreK-1st grade)
Fairy Tale Engineering (PreK-1st grade)

MEMBERS GET A MEMBER!
At McWane Science Center, we believe strongly that
science thinking is critical to overcoming challenges,
whether that be fighting a current pandemic like
COVID-19 (the Coronavirus), feeding the hungry,
overcoming poverty, or inventing the innovative
resources that will sustain our communities now and
into the future. McWane Science Center is proud
of the role that we play in helping inspire a love of
science, and we are honored that you, our incredible
member families, have trusted our organization to
spark your children’s wonder and curiosity through
hands-on science experiences. Together we are
preparing tomorrow’s “science people.” The ones
that will be capable of facing and solving our world’s
most difficult challenges.
We are asking all members to help us grow our
membership by getting other families to join. When
they choose to join, you will receive a $10 off voucher
for every family that signs up for membership (up
to $30 off any basic membership level). In adition,
the new or returning member will receive $10 off any
basic membership as well. The returning member
must be lapsed at least three months.

As a non-profit organization we depend on your
support and membership is a vital part of helping
us maintain our many science literacy programs
and world-class exhibits so adults and kids alike can
continue to enjoy the wonders of science.

Our Back-to-School Membership Drive is Easy!
1.

Print and add both names of the current member or
your member pass number to the Membership Drive
Form. This will ensure proper credit to the recruiting
member.

2.

Give them to your friends and family members who
are not currently members of McWane Science
Center and either bring them or encourage them
to come and enjoy a day of learning and fun in our
Adventure Halls and Itty Bitty Magic City.

3.

Make sure that they purchase a membership and
use your Membership Drive Form so you get your
discount vouchers! Yes, VOUCHERS- you can get
more than one!

4.

At the end of the campaign, we will mail your $10
off vouchers to use toward your next membership
purchase. These vouchers may also be used to
purchase gift memberships.

OFFER RUNS FROM AUGUST 1 to SEPTEMBER 30!

Call Member Services at (205) 714 - 8318 to sign up or bring your form in on your next visit!

